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Fountain Street Church Previews Art Prof's Mural
Ed Wong-Ligda's mural, "Reunion ,"
which he recently completed for the
Richard M. DeVos Center, is the
subject of a special exhibit at Fountain
Street Church in downtown Grand
Rapids . The exhibit is free and runs
through February 6.
Wong-Ligda, professor of Art and
Design, was commissioned by the
university to create the six-by-sixteenfoot oil painting, which depicts ethnic
diversity . He worked on the mural
from May through December in a
temporary studio overlooking the
Grand River at the Public Museum in
the Van Andel Museum Center.
Also featured in the Fountain Street
Church exhibit are both traditional
and digital preliminary studies for the
painting, along with other related
works .

Wong-Ligda, who has taught at
GVSU since 1996, has also taught at
Kendall College of Art and Design. He
is a
member of
the board
of the
Grand
Rapids
Childrens'
Museum.
In west
Michigan,
his work
can be
seen in the
collections
of Spectrum
Health,
Catholic
Social

Services, the Public Museum of Grand
Rapids, the Art Center of Battle Creek,
and the Battle Creek Foundation.

English Professor Brings Latin American Literature to Life
David Alvarez, assistant professor
of English, found himself struggling to
help his
students
thoroughly
understand the
Central American subjects of
the books he
teaches in his
courses on
Central American literature.
So he decided
to bring a few of them to class.
Alvarez traveled to
Guatemala in June to
interview Guatemalan
writers and common
citizens. He was accom-

panied by independent video producer
Jeff Smith, who is also the director of
the Grand Rapids Institute for Information Democracy and works in the city's
Community Media Center. Together they
videotaped the interviews so that
Alvarez could show them in his literature classes to give his mostly white,
North American students a reality-based
image of the Central American people,
places, events and ideas they discuss in
class based on various works o f fiction.
"All literature I teach I do contextually, explaining to students the history,
economic and political situations that
are described in a story or book," says
Alvarez, a native of Gibraltar who is
fluent in both English and Spanish.
"Latin American literature cries o ut to be
contextualized because of the students'

lack of knowledge about that region of
the world. Plus , all Latin American
countries are going through some form
of crisis right now, and writers, sensitive
souls that they are , are preoccupied
with those conflicts and write about
them. We all need to understand that. "
Ever the teacher, Alvarez is quick to
g ive an example . He describes the civil
war in Guatemala from 1954 to 1996
that left deep scars in that country's
society. It's a situation that is frequently
mentioned in works of literature he
teaches in his classes. For that reason,
among the interviews he taped was one
with a Mayan woman, a typical citizen.
The woman speaks of her efforts to
locate family members who had been
missing since the war, and the death
continued on page 4

GVSU Celebrates King Holiday 2000
A silent march across campus kicked off this year's
Martin Luther King, Jr., celebration on Jan uary 17.
Nearly 500 students, and faculty and staff members took part in the march.

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communications
every Monday when classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
dead li ne is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathlee n
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. From off campus,
email forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu.edu/
Faculty and staff members
can find an online "Sketches"
submission form on the Web Site .

Martin Luther King III, the
eldest son of civil rights
leader Martin Luther King,
Jr., told a standing-roomonly crowd at the CookDe Witt Center that his
fath er's famous dream has
not yet been realized.

Wyart Green, of Muskegon, with his
grandsons Brandon, 2, Cameron, 4,
and Courtney, 6, came to campus to
hear King.

King on the Web
The Martin Luther King III convocation was
carried live over the Web on Grand Valley's
main Web site and on GVNow, the university's daily news page.
"The Webcast went without a hitch," said
Stephen Ward, director of University Communications. "While the presentation isn't
yet at TV quality, it's balanced by the convenience and novelty of seeing and hearing
a live Grand Valley event at your desk."

Local artist Paul Collins spoke at the annual MLK Luncheon, in the Kirkhof Center on
Jan uary 18 .

In the "e-audience" was Academic
Resources Dean M,uy Seeger. "The downside of the great turnout for the convocation
was that I couldn't find a seat. The upside
was that I had an opportunity to learn some
new technology," Seeger said.
"I was able to watch the entire proceedings
on John DeBoer's [Campus Ministry] monitor. The picture is small, and the voices were
a bit distorted, but this medium has great
possibilities. I'll definitely look for future
'private performances,'" she added.

King, right, was the keynote sp eaker at the 14th
annual Interdenominational Ministerial A lliance
meeting at the Ford Fieldhouse in Grand Rapids on
Monday evening. GVSU Dean of Minority Affairs
Don Williams hosted the event.

Ward noted that the Web coverage came
abou t through a team effort, including Bill
Cuppy, of WGVU-TV, John Klein, of Academic Computing, Dan Seeley, of Special
Events, and Roy Winegar, of University
Communications.
Find an archived version of King's convocation
address at GVNow, www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/
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English Professor Brings Latin American Literature to Life
continued from page 2

threats she received for simply trying to
learn the truth about them. Alvarez says
it's a story somewhat typical of the
harsh reality for people living in
Guatemala, but something the North
American media rarely mention. In fact,
he says, literature is the best way for the
typical North American college student
to read about this situation in
Guatemala, and others in Central
America.

"There's a palpable climate of fear in
Guatemala, even though the war is
over," says Alvarez, who says his recent
trip was a learning experience for him
even though he has taught the subject
for several years. "In the states, we just
don't understand this. It will be good
for students to hear about all of this
directly from the people who live
there. "

Smith are taking the videos outside of
Alvarez's classroom and sharing them
with the broader west Michigan community. They plan to make presentations in the Community Media Center,
on public access television, and at area
churches and other colleges.
Funding for the trip came in part
from a grant by the Pew Faculty
Teaching and Learning Center.

With about 3,000 Guatemalan
refugees in west Michigan, Alvarez and

Across Campus
Seeking Nominations for
Maxine Swanson Award
The annual Women's Commission
Maxine Swanson Award will be given
at a ceremony on March 21 to an
individual who has provided leadership
in support of the rights of women at
GVSU.
Criteria for the award include: a
person who has contributed to an
environment that supports the rights of
all women at GVSU; a person who is
committed to working in partnership
with the university on policies that
remove barriers impeding women's

learning, professional growth, creativity,
and employment; a person who seeks
to create opportunities for interactions
among all women on campus.
Nominations may be submitted by
February 14, in writing or by e-mail to
Cindy Laug, 256 ASH, by sending a
brief statement of reasons why the
individual deserves the award. The
nominator's name is optional and the
nomination process is confidential.
The award is named after Maxine
Swanson, first woman chair of the
Grand Valley Board of Control. The first
recipient was Virginia Gordon, now

retired, who worked to improve the
status and employment climate for
clerical, office, and technical staff and
all women on campus. Last year's
recipient was Mary Seeger, dean of
Academic Resources and Special
Programs, who has been a long-serving
advocate for GVSU women faculty,
staff, and students.
The Maxine Swanson Award differs
from the Women's Studies Barbara
Jordan Award, which is also taking
nominations. The Jordan Award recognizes contributions to women's scholarship.

Coming Events
'Into the Woods' Opens
On Thursday
Tickets are still available for the
GVSU Opera Theatre production of Into
the Woods. Opening night, Thursday ,
Janua1y 27, is the first of four performances of the production , a collaboratio n of the Theatre and Music departments . Call x3484 for ticket information.

points toward T-shirts and other prizes
by exercising.
Mini contests, such as a cross
training challenge, a marathon, a dancea-thon, and a climbing challenge, will
be held to help motivate participants.

Arts at Noon Presents ...

Registration forms are available at the
Recreation Center front desk and at the
Campus Wellness Center from January 24February 4. The cost is $3.

Getting Fit for Spring
Campus Wellness is sponsoring a
four-week fitness challenge, from
January 31-February 27, at the Recreation Center. Participants can earn

Tbe Western Jazz Quartet will perform as part
of the Arts at Noon Series on Wednesday, January 26 at 12 noon in the Cook-DeWitt Center.

Calendar of Events
General Events
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted.
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS.
Mon., Jan. 10-Fri. , Feb. 18
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p .m. Thurs.: 200 Years of

Folly: The Legacy of Goya's Caprichos. The Art Gallery,
PAC. Call x3196 for more information.
Mon., Jan. 24

12 noon: Campus Wellness Health Awareness Series. "How
Healthy Is Your Diet?" Muskegon River Room, KC. E-mail
Brenda Reeves to register.
Tues.,Jan. 25

12 noon: Women and Gender Studies Program. GVSU
Women Scholars Forum, "Taking Control of Your Body
and Your Health," with Brenda Reeves. Platte River
Room, KC.
7 p .m.: Lecture presentation by New York Artist, Sue Coe,
whose work is featured in the Goya print exhibition.
Reception following. Art Gallery.
Wed.,Jan. 26

9 a.m.: COT Development Committee Seminar, "Personal
Retreat," presented by Marlene Kowalski-Braun & Janet
Walls. RSVP by calling x2215 or cc:Mail to "Human
Resources, GVSU. " Muskegon River Room, KC.
12 noon: Campus Wellness Stress Management Series, "Tai
Chi," with Gaty Lee . Come dressed to participate.
Muskegon River Room, KC. E-mail Campus Wellness to
register.
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. The Western Jazz Quartet. CDC.
Thurs.Jan. 27

12 noon: Master Class Series. Dave Spring, jazz bass, in a
master class on jazz performance. Open to the public.
Large Ensemble Rehearsal Room C, PAC.
1 p .m.: COT Development Committee Seminar, "Personal
Retreat," presented by Marlene Kowalski-Braun & Janet

Walls. RSVP by calling x2215 or cc: mail to "Human
Resources, GVSU." Pyle Room, EC.
4 p.m.: An Evening of Poetry with Richard Tillinghast,
hosted by Patricia Clark. Art Gallery, PAC.
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre production of Into the
Woods by Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine. Tickets
are $7 for adults, $6 for seniors, $5 college students, and
$2 K-12 . LAT, PAC .
Fri.,Jan. 28

8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Service Learning Workshop. Grand
River Room, KC. Contact Jay Cooper x2345 for more
information and to RSVP.
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre production of Into the
Woods. See January 27 for ticket information. LAT, PAC.
Sat.,Jan. 29
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre production of Into the
Woods. See January 27 for ticket information. LAT, PAC.
Sun.,Jan. 30
3 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre production of Into the Woods.
See Januaty 27 for ticket information. LAT, PAC.

Sports
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Thurs.,Jan. 27

5:30 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Michigan Tech University.
Houghton.
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Michigan Ted1 University. Houghton.
Fri.,Jan. 28

5 p.m.: Indoor Track & Field. GVSU Meet.
Sat.,Jan. 29

12:30 p.m.: Swimming & Diving at Northern Michigan
University. Marquette.
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball at NMU. Marquette .
3 p .m .: Men's Basketball at NMU. Marquette.
4 p.m.: Indoor Track & Field at Indianapolis, IN.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Laurel Balkema, senior librarian, gave a presentation to
the Wyoming Women's Club, titled "Children's and Young
Adult Books Too Good to Miss." Balkema told stories and
gave book talks on a variety of topics, including grandparents, multiculturalism, poetry, Michigan authors, Great Lakes
legends, and the holocaust.
Joe Helgert, associate professor of Communications and
coordinator of East Asian Studies, presented a paper, titled
"From 'Industrial Harmony' to 'Corporate Confrontation':
The Influence of American Companies on the Japanese
Prohibition against Comparative Advertising," at the Japan
Studies Association annual conference in Honolulu .

Eddie Rucker, host and executive producer of the WGVU
Morning Show, was awarded the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Community Empowerment Leadership Award by the
Community Empowerment Center during its fifth annual
Unity Breakfast. The award is given to those who promote
social and economic development in their community and
go beyond the call of duty to help others in need.

Correction: Millie Jackson, from the Library, was elected
to the board of the Greater Grand Rapids Women's History
Council. An earlier sketch identified her as Millie Johnson.

